
CareersConnections
Super Curricular Activities
Wondering how you can explore your subject or area of interest beyond the
curriculum this summer? This isn’t an exhaustive list and doesn’t include all subjects
but will hopefully provide a starting point for the most popular choices. 
Remember it’s not just about completing the activity you need to be able to explain what 
you got out of the experience, what did you enjoy or find challenging and what did it lead 
you to do next?

Art

• Visit an Art gallery – visit galleries showing a variety of artistic periods and genres

and record your responses to the art you see.

• Listen to a podcast – the Tate podcast; a series of podcasts exploring diverse subjects

such as ‘The Art of Hip Hop’ and ‘Where does inspiration come from’ Find it here

• Explore with Google – a collection of tools and resources to help you explore the world of arts and 

culture. Find it here

Biology

• Read The Biologist - the flagship journal of the Royal Society of Biology. Find it here

• Watch a collection of videos from Nature – discover a world of research from leaky pipes to quantum 

biology. Find it here

• Listen to BBC Radio 4’s Infinite Monkey Cage – a witty, irreverent look at the world through scientists' 

eyes. Find it here

Business. Accounting & Finance

• Listen to Radio 5’s Wake up to Money podcast – news and views on business and the world of personal 

finance. Plus the very latest from the financial markets around the globe. Find it here

• Explore a business case study from a wide range available on Business Case Studies. Find it here

• Read Accounting Today – discover the latest accounting news. Find it here

Chemistry

• Read Chemical Science - the flagship journal of the Royal Society of Chemistry. Find it here

• Take part in the Chemistry Olympiad – Teachers will let you know when the competition takes place 

but there is material available to help you prepare. Find out more

• Watch a TED talk – a wide variety of talks are available on Chemistry related topics. TED Talks

Computer Science

• Take the Python Challenge Can computers be used to create art? How fast can a computer read all of 

Wikipedia? How long would it take to walk every street in Oxford?  Work out the answers these 

questions and more with Christ Church Cambridge’s Challenge. Find it here

• Solve Programming Problems – Codewars is a platform with lots of programming tasks (in many 

different languages) with built-in test cases that allows you to compare your solutions to those of other 

users. Find it here

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/podcasts
https://artsandculture.google.com/explore?hl=en
https://thebiologist.rsb.org.uk/biologist
https://www.nature.com/nature/videos
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00snr0w/episodes/downloads
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0070lr5/episodes/downloads
https://businesscasestudies.co.uk/case-studies
https://www.accountingtoday.com/audit-and-accounting
https://www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/about-journals/chemical-science/
https://edu.rsc.org/enrichment/uk-chemistry-olympiad
https://www.ted.com/topics/chemistry
https://www.chch.ox.ac.uk/college/outreach/python-challenges
https://www.codewars.com/
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• Watch a Gresham Lecture – a diverse collection of lectures on a wide

variety of Computer Science topics. Find it here

Dentistry

• Listen to ‘Chairside’ – a podcast about careers in dentistry from the BDA. Find it here

• Read The Smile Stealers - the fine and foul art of dentistry

• Take part in a virtual work experience programme such as mydentist. Find it here

Economics

• Read The Economist - an international weekly newspaper that focuses on current affairs, international 

business, politics and technology. 

• Enter the Royal Economic Society’s Young Economist competition – a choice of titles are available. Find 

it here

• Listen to Freakonomics A podcast series on day-to-day economics issues – Find it here

Engineering

• Visit I want to study Engineering- a site developed by the Engineering department at Cambridge 

University – You can work on 211 problems designed to reflect some of the challenges in university 

engineering admissions interviews. Find it here 

• Listen to In our time - a BBC podcast exploring scientific principles, theory and the role of key figures in 

the advancement of science. Find it here

• Watch a TED talk - New Engineer have created a list of five TED talks all engineers should watch. Find it 

here

English & Classics

• Read - Classics: A Very Short Introduction by Mary Beard and John Henderson. Find it in the BSL

• Listen to Oxford University Faculty of Classics Podcast a collection of podcasts covering a variety of 

topics Find it here

• Visit The British Museum – with over eight million objects, the British Museum is a unique place, 

bringing together under one roof the cultures of the world, spanning continents and oceans.

French

• Immerse Yourself Daily in French Media. Choose content you enjoy to stay consistent. RFI” or “TV5 

apprendre le français

• Combine a love of music with languages – learn French through music on your phone or laptop. Spotify” 

or “Lyricstraining”.

• Watch French YouTube, Netflix with French subtitles, or listen to podcasts like "Coffee Break French", 

"InnerFrench."

https://www.gresham.ac.uk/watch-now/browse-all?type=1850
https://www.bda.org/advice/career-hub/career-options/chairside-podcast-about-careers-in-dentistry/
https://www.mydentist.co.uk/careers/about-mydentist/dental-work-experience-at-mydentist
https://www.discovereconomics.co.uk/post/young-economist-of-the-year-2025
https://freakonomics.com/
https://i-want-to-study-engineering.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01gyd7j
https://newengineer.com/advice/the-top-ted-talks-every-engineer-needs-to-watch-1139174
http://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series/faculty-classics
https://francaisfacile.rfi.fr/fr/
https://apprendre.tv5monde.com/fr
https://open.spotify.com/
https://lyricstraining.com/fr
https://coffeebreaklanguages.com/coffeebreakfrench/
https://innerfrench.com/e170-la-guerre-des-boulangeries/
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Geography

• Read Eruptions that shook the world (Oppenheimer) - What does it take for a

volcanic eruption to really shake the world?

• Write an essay for the Royal Geographical Society competition – “What are the

implications for different countries of international trade policies in the contemporary

world?” Find it here

• Listen to a TED talk – Geographical’s monthly podcast takes subjects from the magazine and delves 

further, including interviews with authors, experts, scientists and journalists. Find it here

Geology

• Read The Goldilocks Planet (Zalasiewicz) The Four Billion Year Story of Earth's Climate

• Visit the Lapworth Museum of Geology – located at the University of Birmingham the museum enables 

visitors to explore life over the past 3.5 billion years Find it here

• Listen to Planet Geo – A Geology and Earth Science Podcast. Find it here

German

• Watch German films on Netflix or German channels on YouTube, such as Easy German. Great for 

improving listening skills and understanding real-life language use.

• Combine a love of music with languages – learn German through music on your phone. Find it here.

• Listen to structured audio courses - Deutsch – Warum Nicht?, for example, combines engaging 

storylines with grammar and vocabulary support.

History 

• Complete a course with Future Learn - Uncover archaeology and explore important events from ancient 

to modern times with online history courses from leading universities and cultural institutions. Find it 

here

• Listen to History Extra Podcast - a series featuring interviews with notable historians on topics spanning 

ancient history through to recent events. Find it here

• Watch a Gresham Lecture – a diverse collection of lectures on aspects of history you may not previously 

have considered Find it here

Law

• Read The Secret Barrister - a Sunday Times best-selling book providing an insight into the

real life of a practising junior barrister OR The Rule of Law by Tom Bingham. Find them in the BSL

• Listen to Law in Action or the new Law Show - BBC legal magazine programmes featuring reports and 

discussion on matters relating to law. Find it here

• Watch a TED talk - there are a wide variety of talks online, follow the link and find a topic you feel 

passionately about. TED Talks

https://www.rgs.org/schools/competitions/school-essay-competition/
https://geographical.co.uk/podcasts
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/facilities/lapworth-museum/index.aspx
https://open.spotify.com/show/6vj1jYyF9GcU1l5EXGwgXd
https://www.netflix.com/gb/browse/genre/107563
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbxb2fqe9oNgglAoYqsYOtQ
https://lyricstraining.com/de/#nr
https://www.dw.com/en/learn-german/deutsch-warum-nicht/s-2548
https://www.futurelearn.com/subjects/history-courses
https://www.historyextra.com/podcast/
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/lectures/?subject=history
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/b006tgy1
https://www.ted.com/topics/law
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Maths

• Read Plus Magazine - an online magazine which aims to introduce readers to the

beauty and the practical applications of maths. Find it here

• Listen to The Secret of Mathematics - a series of talks and lectures from Oxford

Mathematicians exploring the power and beauty of their subject. Find it here

• Watch some mathematical enrichment videos from a variety interesting YouTubers as selected by 

Adams Maths teachers. Find it here

Medicine

• Read a scientific journal - such as New Scientist, Biological Sciences Review or the BMJ.

• Listen to RSM Health Matters - a series of podcasts focusing on the latest topics in healthcare. Find it 

here

• Take part Observe GP - a free interactive video platform providing insights into the role of a GP and the 

wider primary care team. Find it here

Music

• Attend a concert – Explore an artist, performer or genre you would never normal consider and record 

your thoughts in a blog.

• Watch a Gresham Lecture – a diverse collection of lectures on a wide variety of musical topics. Find it 

here

• Listen to BBC Three’s Composer of the week - a guide to composers and their music. Find it here

Physics

• Read Things we don’t know – An online magazine that attempts to explain the questions scientists are 

trying to answer. Find it here

• Explore CERN – a wide range of resources are available from CERN and they are free to discover. Find it 

here

• Visit an Observatory  – Jodrell Bank is nearby and makes a great day out. Find out more

Politics

• Watch Blair & Brown: The New Labour Revolution – discover what happened the last time a new 

Labour government entered Downing Street. Find it here

• Read ‘Why Nations Fail’ – a book by economists Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson. Find it in the 

BSL

• Listen to Gresham College lecture – a diverse collection of lectures on a wide variety of topics related to 

politics. Find it here

https://plus.maths.org/content/about-plus
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series/secrets-mathematics
https://www.adamsmaths.uk/home/enrichment-material
https://www.rsm.ac.uk/resources/podcasts/
https://www.rcgp.org.uk/your-career/work-experience
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/watch-now/browse-all?type=577
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02nrvd3/episodes/downloads
https://www.thingswedontknow.com/physics/
https://home.cern/resources?topic=1113
https://www.jodrellbank.net/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p09wgc2c/blair-brown-the-new-labour-revolution-series-1-episode-5
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/watch-now/browse-all?type=586
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Psychology

• Watch ‘The Criminal Mind:  The relationships between criminology and psychology’

A discussion of how the study of psychology and psychiatry relates to the study of

criminology. Find it here

• Listen to BBC Four’s All in the Mind – a programme exploring the limits and potential of the human 

mind. Find it here

• Read ‘The Myth of Repressed Memory: False memories and Allegations of Sexual Abuse’ (E. Loftus, 

2000)

RS & Philosophy

• Complete a course with Future Learn - Explore the relationship between religions and governments and 

learn how religions have come to be governed across the world. Find it here

• Listen to In our time the BBC’s Philosophy podcast from Altruism to Wittgenstein, philosophers, theories 

and key themes. Find it here

• Watch a Gresham Lecture – a diverse collection of lectures on a wide variety of religious topics Find it 

here

Veterinary Medicine

• Read a professional journal – Find copies in BSL

• Listen to the RVC’s Clinical Podcast – Find it here

• Complete ‘Virtual Work Experience and Exploring the Veterinary Profession’ online course to gain an 

insight into the reality of life as a vet. Find it here

https://www.gresham.ac.uk/watch-now/criminal-mind-relationships-between-criminology-and-psychology
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qxx9/episodes/downloads
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/governing-religion-global-challenges-and-comparative-approaches
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01f0vzr/episodes/downloads
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/watch-now/browse-all?type=593
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/veterinary-services/podcasts
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/vet-school-application-support

