
 

The Quibell Society 

Our history society, The Quibell Society, provides pupils with the opportunity to enjoy presentations 
by outside speakers. The Society was established in 2019 by our history A-level pupils and to date has 
welcomed a number of notable speakers, both remotely over zoom and in person, covering a range 
of topics. 

 

 

Old Novaportan James Quibell 

Pupils were delighted to discover that one of the school’s alumni was a noted Egyptologist and, with 
this in mind, they very quickly decided to name the history society in his honour. The following explains 
a little more about Quibell’s work.  

 

 

The Marshall Plan’s ramifications on 
Germany. 
Dr. Armin Grunbacher 
 
Civil War in Shropshire. 
Dr. Jonathan Worton 
 
The Boer War. 
Dr. Spencer Jones 
 
The history of signal and cyber intelligence. 
Dr. Dave Abrutat  
 
Making a Multicultural Nation. 
Professor Gavin Schaffer 
 
In Celebration of World Book Day 
James Dawes QC 

James Quibell was born in Newport and was a pupil at Adams before 
continuing his studies at Christ Church, Oxford. He was fortunate to be 
involved in the discovery, excavation and recording of many important finds in 
the history of Egyptology. His first excavation after his graduation from the 
University of Oxford was with Sir W.M.F. Petrie at Koptos in 1893. Prior to the 
excavation of this site, Koptos, the history of Egypt did not extend beyond the 
4th Dynasty; Petrie and Quibell's work demonstrated a more ancient history 
for Egypt.  

In the following year Quibell assisted Petrie again, this time at Naqada and 
Ballas where they excavated one of the most extensive Predynastic Egyptian 
cemeteries ever discovered. Indeed, it was Quibell who is said to have been 
the first one to suggest that the burials here were prehistoric and not a "New 
Race" that had appeared in the First Intermediate Period.  

 
Cont. 

https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/staff/profiles/history/gruenbacher-armin.aspx
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/group-user/6918/33
http://www.drspencerjones.co.uk/
https://www.abrutat.com/about
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/staff/profiles/history/schaffer-gavin.aspx
https://www.2hb.co.uk/james-dawes/


 

The experience of working at these early Egyptian sites well-equipped Quibell for his own excavations 
at Hierakonpolis where with F.W. Green he made the remarkable discovery of a cache of archaic 
objects in an archaeological context that was named 'the Main Deposit.' 

On a very different sort of excavation for the Egyptian Research Account in 1896 he cleared an area 
of the Ramesseum (the 19th Dynasty Mortuary temple of Ramses II). Under this monument he found 
tomb shafts containing valuable Middle Kingdom papyri and objects used in the practice of magic and 
medicine. This collection of texts is considered to be one of the most valuable single finds of Middle 
Kingdom papyri and is often called the 'Ramesseum Library'. In the process of this work he came across 
the tomb of Nekht-ef-Mut whose magnificent cartonnage coffin (E.64.1896) and associated objects 
are one of the highlights of the Fitzwilliam Museum collection, now on display in case 24. 

Quibell spent most of his life living in Egypt working in a number of posts for the Antiquities 
Department: Inspector in Chief of the Antiquities for the Delta and Middle Egypt 1899-1904; Chief 
Inspector in Luxor, 1904-1905; Chief Inspector for Saqqara, 1905; Keeper, Cairo Museum, 1914-1923, 
Secretary-General, Cairo Museum, 1923-1925. Even after retiring from this last post Quibell kept busy 
an assisted Cecil Firth in his excavations at Saqqara before becoming director at the Step Pyramid from 
1931-1935, a project that he was working on right up until his death. 

 

 

 

 


